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An old imperial highway running from Sichuan into Hu-
nan province leads, after reaching the West Hunan border, to
a little mountain town called Chadong. By a narrow stream on
the way to town was a little white pagoda, below which once
lived a solitary family an old man, a girl and a yellow
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The daughter, feeling shame but also compassion,
stayed at her father’ s side until the child was born, whereup-
on she went to the stream and drown herself in cold waters.
As if by a miracle, the orphan lived and matured. In the bat-
ing of an eye, she had grown to be thirteen. Because of the
compelling deep, emerald green of bamboo stands covering
the mountains on either side by the stream where they lived,
the old ferryman, without a second thought, named the girl

after what was close at hand; Cuicui, or “Jade Green.” (814
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“Elder Uncle, your Cuicui has grown quite beautiful.
She’s a real Guan Yin. ” %
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At the Dragon Boat Festival on the fifth day of the fifth
lunar month, women and children put on new clothes and
painted the character wang or “king”, on their foreheads u-

sing wine mixed with realgar. "2
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Cuicui is so delicate, I worry that she may be suited to
listening to our Chadong love songs but not the humdrum er-
rands of an ordinary wife:--. T want a horse I don’ t have to

feed, but I want it to run fast, too! **
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He thought to himself; “If only you could dream on for-
ever. Some People become the prime minister in their

» (81110
dreams.
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At that, No. 2 said: “Uncle, you’ ve seen a lot of sunris-

es in this locale---” *7!
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Cuicui mumbled to herself “Why all the commotion? Did
somebody find a three — legged cat?” She had hoped to find
her grandfather on one of the boats, but after checking them

all, she found no sign of him. 8%
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