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Collaborative Pathways and Strategies for Colleges
and Universities to Support the Professional Development of
Middle School Geography Teachers in the Information Age

LUO Huailiang
(The Faculty Geography and Resource Sciences, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610101, China)

Abstract; In the information age which emphasizes core competency cultivation and lifelong learning,
significant changes have taken place in teachers’ roles, competency requirements, and teaching methods. The
objective existence of disciplinary and professional differences means that the construction of disciplinary
attributes for middle school teachers is of great significance for their professional development. In the
information age, professional development of middle school geography teachers faces many challenges such as
cultivating core competencies in the subject, teaching reform and research, rapid updating of subject
knowledge, and the use of modern geography education technology. It urgently requires collaboration among
colleges and universities to help them achieve professional development. Through practical exploration, several
collaborative approaches have been formed, such as improving teacher training, establishing master teacher
studios, conducting special teaching research and reform, and sharing teaching resources. For the collaboration
between higher education institutions and middle school geography teachers in their professional development,
strategies should be adopted, including adaptive classified guidance, task-oriented achievement solidification
mutually beneficial resource sharing, and platform-driven mechanism deepening.

Key words: teacher professional development; information age; lifelong learning; core competencies;
collaboration of colleges and universities
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