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Review and Prospect of Rural Education Research
Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China:

Visualization Analysis Based on CiteSpace

ZHOU Xianfeng', LI Xin', XIONG Lilei’

(1. School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China;

2. Library, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Research on rural education is of great significance in the context of the national rural
revitalization strategy. By using CiteSpace scientometric tool, a bibliometric study is conducted on 497 core
journal articles with the theme and keywords of “rural education”in “CSSCI” and “Peking University Core”
journals from 2013 to 2024. By constructing visual tools such as knowledge mapping, the temporal output
characteristics, research author groups, and distribution of research institutions of academic achievements in
this field are systematically examined, revealing the development trajectory, knowledge structure, and frontier
evolution trend of the research topic during this period. Research has found that since the 18th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China, rural education research has shown a development rhythm of “slow
growth — fluctuation — rapid growth ”; that horizontal collaboration between authors or institutions is not
significant, and a core research collaboration group has not yet been established; that the research mainly
focuses on: the basic connotation, practical value, and development dilemma and its resolution path of rural
education; and that future research frontiers may focus on the reform and construction of rural schools, digital
transformation of rural education, and other areas to achieve high —quality development of rural education.
However, there are shortcomings in the theoretical, thematic, and methodological aspects of rural education
research. The academic community can deepen rural education research by improving theories, expanding
themes, and innovating methods.

Key words: rural education; rural education research; knowledge mapping; visualization analysis
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