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Prejudice, Dialogue, and Play. Construction of
Teaching Understanding Based on Philosophical Hermeneutics

CAI Shuang
(College of Humanities,Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: The cognitive model of subject-object opposition in teaching leads to the dissolution of the
learner’s subjectivity. Philosophical hermeneutics offers a new perspective for reconstructing the meaningful
space of teaching. Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics reveals that teaching should transcend the one-way
transmission of knowledge and shift toward a tripartite creative interpretive activity composed of “prejudice-
dialogue-hermeneutic play”. As the historical foundation of understanding, individual prejudices engage in a
hermeneutic circle with knowledge, establishing the starting point of teaching. As a medium for the disclosure
of being, language facilitates the fusion of horizons in teacher-student dialogue, endowing teaching with
openness. Ontologically, the teaching event can be viewed as a form of play activity, wherein teachers and
students achieve self-manifestation and transcendence through the dialectical unity of *appropriation” and
“surpassing”. These three elements are nested within one another, collectively constructing a dynamically
generated understanding of teaching and providing a pathway to overcome the limitations of traditional
“conformist knowledge education”.

Key words: philosophical hermeneutics; prejudice; dialogue; play; teaching understanding
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