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The Representation, Cause and Resolution of the Alienation of
Supervisor-Student Relationship in Postgraduate Education

FU Yining', WANG Xinyi’
(1. School of Education, Soochow University, Suzhou 215123, China;
2. Suzhou High tech Zone Experimental Junior High School, Jiangsu Province, Szhou 215011, China)

Abstract: Harmonious supervisor-student relationship is the prerequisite for high-quality postgraduate
education. Yet, in the very process of constructing a harmonious relationship, conflicts and contradictions keep
emerging, and the relationship is repeatedly alienated. Whether this relationship ultimately drifts further into
alienation or breaks free of its predicament depends not only on mapping the symptoms of alienation but also on
identifying their causes. Through in-depth interviews and qualitative analysis, this study has found that the
alienation manifests itself chiefly in the dimensions of time-space, emotion, and cognition. Drawing on
Granovetter’s theory of weak ties, the study attributes the alienation to three factors; the extreme polarization of
supervisor-student interaction, the urgent need for spiritual communication that remains unmet, and the
disappointment of reciprocal expectations. To raise the quality of the supervisor-student relationship and escape
the alienation, progress can be pursued along three routes: postgraduates must shift their academic outlook,
supervisors must strengthen their emotional responsibility, and both parties must negotiate research plans together.

Key words: supervisor-student relationship; alienation; theory of weak ties; attribution
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