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The Path and Motivational Logic of Growth from a Secondary
Normal School Graduate in Special Education to

a Distinguished Master Teacher
A Study Based on Oral History

LIN Hongxia', LI Yanqun®, LI Yuxi *
(1. Shandong Wendeng No.2 Middle School, Wendeng 264400, China;
2. School of Special Education, Handan University, Handan 056005, China)

Abstract; Drawing on oral-history methodology, this study has conducted an in-depth interview with
Teacher H, a frontline special-education practitioner, tracing her developmental journey from a secondary
normal-school graduate to a seasoned special special-grade teacher and probing the motivational logic that
keeps her anchored in the field. The analysis reveals three sequential stages in her growth: a virtual-concern
stage, a task-concern stage, and a self-renewal stage. The enduring forces sustaining her commitment are an
affective attachment to special education, the conviction that every child with disabilities can improve, the
professional worth she derives from being a special-education teacher, and the intellectual fascination she finds
in the field. Based on this single case, the paper argues that teachers should cultivate a child-centered
orientation,, nurture an ethos of service toward children with disabilities, and strengthen their resolve to devote
themselves to special education, so as to foster robust professional development.

Key words: special education; teachers; the path of growth; motivational logic; oral history;

professional development
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