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An Analysis of the Value Orientation of American
Teacher Education Professional Accreditation Standards -

Taking the Certification Standards of the Association

for Advancing Quality in Educator Preparation as an Example

LIN Ting', WANG Xianwen”
(1. Huizhou Guangcai Primary School, Huizhou 516008, China; 2. School of Education Sciences, Huizhou University, Huizhou 516007, China)

Abstract: Professional accreditation in teacher education is a vital avenue for strengthening the teaching
staff. Clarifying its standards and analyzing its underlying values are therefore indispensable to advancing this
work smoothly. After outlining the authority in the United States Association for Advancing Quality in Educator
Preparation( AAQEP ) , this study zeroes in on AAQEP’s accreditation framework and criteria, uncovering the
pluralistic value orientations embedded in U.S. teacher-education standards. Three salient features emerge: an
overriding commitment to quality improvement, a human-centered ethos, and a governance-based assessment
orientation. By examining objectives, design philosophy, accreditation cycles, and stakeholder participation,
the paper offers insights for reforming China’s teacher-education accreditation, thus proposing a system that
safeguards quality while sustaining innovation.

Key words: teacher quality; professional accreditation; accreditation standards; value orientation; AAQEP

(RS ER)

122



