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Research on Doctoral Students Cultivation Model in Department of
History at the University of California, Berkeley

FU Yu'?
(1. School of Education, Nanchang Normal University, Nanchang 330032, China;
2. Faculty of Arts and Social Science, Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong 999077, China)

Abstract: The History Department at the University of California, Berkeley, is renowned for its
exceptional teaching and research, attracting outstanding students and scholars from around the world. As a
leading academic institution, the department is committed to cultivating high-level and diverse professionals
across a broad range of fields. Doctoral students are required to select four areas of study and complete nine
courses, including historical methodology and teaching methods. The department encourages interdisciplinary
research and provides a wealth of learning resources for doctoral students. The evaluation system includes
course assessments, foreign language examinations, qualifying examination, and doctoral dissertations,
emphasizing a diverse range of evaluative subjects, content, and methods. This training model offers important
insights for doctoral education in China, particularly in history: first, it emphasizes the establishment of a truly
interdisciplinary curriculum to foster collaboration and resource sharing among institutions; second, it stresses
the importance of doctoral students mastering foundational knowledge, ensuring a solid academic base through
effective assessment methods; third, it values the application and assessment of multiple languages to enhance
students’ international competitiveness; and fourth, it effectively trains doctoral students in teaching abilities,
promoting a “balance of teaching and research” philosophy to improve overall quality and future career
potential.
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