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An Empirical Study on the Relationship between Family Cultural
Capital and Creativity of Middle School Students

SHEN Lili, JIANG Zhengping
(Teacher Development Center, Guiyang New World School, Guiyang 550081, China)

Abstract: Creativity is one of the advanced cognitive abilities of humans. It is not only a crucial ability
for solving complex problems but also an important indicator of all-round personal development. The effective
exertion of one’s creativity is closely related to society and culture, and the family serves as the primary venue
for cultural acquisition and the initial accumulation site of cultural capital. This study employs the Chinese
version of the high school students domains of creativity scale (K-DOCS) and conducts a sample survey among
483 second-year junior high school and first-year senior high school students from urban school and first-year
senior high school students from rural school in Guiyang. The aim is to clarify the relationship between various
aspects of family cultural capital, encompassing parent education, book collections, diversity of book
collections, learning materials, education on literature and arts as well as parental emotional support, and
students’ self-rated creativity levels. The research has found that students’daily self creativity scores the
highest, while mechanical-scientific creativity scores the lowest. There are gender differences in self-rated
creativity, but no differences based on grade or place of origin. Among the components of family cultural
capital, diversity of book collections, education on literature and arts, and parental emotional support are
significantly correlated with self-rated creativity. Family cultural capital can predict students’ self-rated
creativity, and there are differences in the impact mechanism of family cultural capital on self-rated creativity
among students from different places of origin.

Key words: creativity; family cultural capital; middle school students
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