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Research Status and Prospects of Mobile Learning Applications in
Second Language Vocabulary Acquisition from 2012 to 2023

LIU Jing, WANG Xinru
(School of Foreign Languages, Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Qingdao 266061 , China)

Abstract; To gain an in-depth understanding of the developmental trajectory, research hotspots, and
cutting-edge trends in mobile-assisted second language vocabulary acquisition (1L2VA) at home and abroad,
this study analyzes literature from authoritative databases between 2012 and 2023, with a focus on mobile
learning and L2VA. Utilizing CiteSpace and BiblioShiny visualization tools, scientific knowledge maps are
constructed to delineate the research characteristics, thematic focuses, and emerging trends in this field from a
macro perspective. The findings reveal rapid advancements in this domain, characterized by comprehensive
research themes, diversified methodologies, interdisciplinary approaches, and integration of multiple
theoretical frameworks. The results provide valuable insights for mobile-assisted foreign language teaching
research and practice in China, facilitating the fulfillment of autonomous and collaborative learning needs while
enhancing learners’ lexical competence.

Key words: mobile learning; second language vocabulary acquisition; visualization analysis; review
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