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The Enlightenment of “ Extending Innate Knowledge” for
Cultivating Historical Initiative Spirit of
New Era College Students

PAN Pan, XU Yanyi
(School of Business, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: In the new era, fostering historical initiative among college students is an inevitable act for
cultivating new individuals who undertake the significant responsibility of national rejuvenation. As one of the
outstanding traditional Chinese cultures, Wang Yangming’s philosophy of “Extending Innate Knowledge”
encompasses profound essences such as promoting subjective spirit, adhering to the pursuit of truth and
practicality, and embodying responsibility and commitment. This can offer beneficial enlightenment for the
cultivation of historical initiative among college students in the new era. To cultivate the historical initiative of
college students in the new era from the perspective of the philosophy of “Extending Innate Knowledge,” it is
necessary to adhere to the logical approach of establishing beliefs and rooting in the inner intuitive knowledge
of the good, taking proactive actions and emphasizing practical tempering, being responsible and proactive and
engaging in social practice, and transcending the self to reach a lofty realm. Additionally, it is essential to
implement measures such as education and guidance to set up lofty aspirations, caring and encouragement to
strengthen practical implementation, the provision of conditions to reinforce social practice, and the
optimization of the environment as well as upgrading the ideological realm.

Key words: To conscience; New era; college student; Historical initiative refinement
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