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The Core Concept and Value Enlightenment of
Mei Yiqi’s University Education Thought

WANG Hong, ZHENG Jiahui
(School of Marxism, Changsha University of Science and Technology, Changsha 410000, China)

Abstract; As a famous educator in modern China, the core concept of Mei Yiqi’s university education
thought is embodied in three dimensions; shaping moral personality, forging masters, and governing the school
democratically. The moral personality dimension supports moral personality with “ general education”,
constructs moral personality with sports and labor education, and develops moral personality with “knowledge,
emotion and will”. The dimension of forging masters advocates respecting teachers in dignity and personality,
choosing those who are good in both character and scholarship as teachers, and that masters are role model
teachers of “great love”. The dimension of democratic governance puts forward the principles of good
governance , academic freedom and autonomy, and professor governance. lts ultimate value is embodied in the
“ way of university” of “Mingde” , “Xinmin” and “Zhiyuzhishan”. The so-called “Mingde” means knowing
yourself, cultivating yourself as a virtue, and putting yourself in another’s place; the so-called “Xinmin”
means being on friendly terms with others, living in harmony, and helping each other; the so-called
“Zhiyuzhishan” means being strict with oneself, being cautious when alone, abandoning selfishness for the
public interest, and eliminating the false and retaining the true. Its contemporary value is conducive to
university teachers consciously carrying forward the spirit of educators and establishing themselves as great
masters in the new era.

Key words: Mei Yiqi;university education thought;role model teacher; Confucian scholar; great master
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