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On the Compilation Content and Poetic Interest of
Li Yuandu’s Elementary School String Song

WANG Yousheng', DING Chang’

(1. Base of Ancient Chinese Literature and Social Culture, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201

2. School of Literature, Journalism & communication, South-Central Minzu University, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: As an important enlightenment book and poetry selection in the late Qing Dynasty, Primary
School String Song is related to two basic aspects of “teaching” and “precept”.The compilation path is the
bottle of “poetry” with the wine of “moralization”. It wants to teach children daily ethics, aspiration to
cultivate themselves and criteria for officials when their nature is good, so as to achieve the poetic effect of
“respecting human relations and inspiring customs” . This anthology adheres to the poetic purpose of teaching
first and enlightening by poetry, marks the poetic paradigm of valuing feelings and making sense, and
highlights the poetic proposition of gentleness and sincerity and equal emphasis on content and form. The book
also has many defects such as similar poetry selection themes and disorderly arrangement.

Key words: Li Yuandu; FElementary School String Song; compilation content; poetic interest;
compilation limitations
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