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A Case Study on the Differences in the Implementation of
Compulsory Education Policies for Migrant Children

CHEN Xuanlin, PENG Da
(School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Domestic policy implementation research mainly explores implementation bias, with little
attention paid to implementation differences. By examining the implementation process of compulsory education
policies for migrant children in W and Z cities, it is found that there are both similarities and differences. Its
differences are reflected in the enrollment of public schools. W city implements a “ pre-registration system” ,

while Z city implements a “phased and batch enrollment”. In terms of management of migrant children’s

¢ 3

schools, W city adopts a “ competitive elimination” approach, while Z city implements a “ restrictive
development” approach. This study indicates that policy implementation is not a process in which the
implementor passively and mechanically follows the higher-level policies, but actively and creatively responds
to the higher-level policies.

Key words: migrant children; education policy; policy implementation; implementation difference
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