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English Reading and Cultural Awareness Cultivation .
A Comparative Perspective Based on Textbooks

ZHOU Qigiang, FAN Siyu
(School of Foreign Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Cultural awareness, as an important part of the core literacy of the English subject , plays a
significant role in developing students’ cross-cultural cognition and behavioral orientation. A comparison
between the reading modules of the PEP high school English textbook and those of the Yilin version finds that
they focus on the introduction of British and American English while inadequate attention, to varying degrees,
is given to the local Chinese culture and other non-English countries’ culture; and that they lay emphasis on
cultural products, practices and perspectives while taking no count of cultural communities and persons. A few
suggestions based on the comparison are expected to contribute to a better compilation of high school English
textbooks.

Key words: English textbooks; reading; cultural awareness; cultural content
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