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The Changing Logic of University Faculty Evaluation System
Since Reform and Opening-up:

Analysis Based on Historical Institutionalism

CHEN Ming""
(a. School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079 ;
b. Center for Faculty Development, Hubei University of Medicine, Shiyan 442000, China)

Abstract; The evaluation system of university faculty members in colleges and universities is the core
element of academic and personnel management in higher education, and plays a significant role in the
establishment and development of faculty teams. From the perspective of historical institutionalism, the
evolution of university faculty evaluation system in China has undergone three periods since reform and
opening-up: the restoration and reconstruction period, the deconstruction and innovation period, and the
connotation development period, demonstrating a transitional mode with gradual change and mutation. Driven
by the national ideological construction, the reform of the political and economic system, the implementation of
the strategy of rejuvenating the country through science and education, and the shift of academic values
preference, the evaluation system has emerged and sought a power balance between the government and the
universities. Under the influence of path-dependent factors such as the learning effects and synergy effects, the
evaluation system also shows a tendency for centralization, institutionalization, and conservatism. The
historical changes display that the variants affecting the innovation and consistency of the faculty system in
universities were interacting with each other, and will determine the adaptation and academic nature of the
system together.

Key words: university faculty evaluation; historical institutionalism; logic of transition; dynamic
mechanism; mechanism of stabilization
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