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Social Supports for Professional Development of
Rural Teachers of Minor Subjects:

Taking Green & Shine Foundation’s Support for Science Teachers as an Example

ZHANG Hongping
(School of Education, Hunan First Normal University, Changsha 410205, China)

Abstract; With the deepening of education public governance, various social organizations gradually
become an important support for the professional development of rural teachers. This paper, based on the
experience of the Green & Shine Foundation’s supports for science teachers, explores the support for rural
teachers from social organizations through reading literatures and interviewing. The science teachers’ abilities to
teaching , practicing and researching and self-consciousness of improving professional skills were promoted after
the training, practicing and encouragement from the Foundation. From the experience of Green & Shine
Foundation in supporting the professional development of rural science teachers, firstly, social organizations
should diversify the ways to improve the professional skills and provide more resources for those teachers who is
teaching minor subjects. Secondly, they should gather more experts to provide professional and psychological
guidance and design a professional evaluate system. Finally, the government should enact policies to protect
the minor subjects teachers.

Key words: science teacher; minor subjects; Green & Shine science course; social support
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