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Running Away from School? An Analysis of
Homeschooling Movement in the US

ZHOU Xianfeng, DENG Min
(School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; The formation and development of American homeschooling is influenced by many factors such
as economy, politics and culture. The development of homeschooling can be divided into the slow development
period from the beginning of the 20th century to the end of the 1950s, the rapid growth period from the
beginning of the 1960s to the beginning of the 1990s, and the stable growth period from the end of the 1990s
to the present. American homeschooling, as a radical way of school choice, is gradually accepted by the public
and has become an important supplement to American school education;however, the relevant research shows
that the emergence of homeschooling has not really maintained the education fair and effective. From the future
trend, American homeschooling will be more closely connected with public schools, and its educational
behavior will be more rational and standardized. American homeschooling, as a form of education, not only
reflects the important role of family in the process of students’ development, but also the inevitable
transformation of school from homogeneous talent selection to personalized development needs.

Key words: American homechooling; neoconservatism; home education
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