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T: Next one, Fang Xiaoxian( 544).(I)

S: The government should have put more
money towards science education.(R)

T: Yes or no? (1)

S: Yes.(R)

T. This time we come back to “the time”. Past
or present? (1)
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T. Yes, the first sentence in red is in the---? (1)
Present(R)

. The fourth sentence is in the---? (1)
Past.(R)

. And the last one:--? (1)

In the present.(R)

: Ok, good. Sit down, please.(F)
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T. Can you work out the structure of past

- N = N -, W

perfect tense? What is the structure of past perfect
tense? (1)

S: Had done.(R)

T. Yeah, “had done”, very good. (F)And do
you know when we use this tense? When do we use
this tense? (1)

S: (%)

T. We can read these sentences again. And

think about when we use this sentence. Read it

again. (1)

S: - (i)

T. Talk with your partner. When to use it?
Here we go.(1)
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On the Transformation of High School English Teaching Approaches
from the Perspective of Classroom Discourse Features

SUN Weiwei
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100975, China)

Abstract: The New Curriculum Standards emphasizes conversational and inquiry-based teaching, and
encourages teachers to change the traditional teacher-centered teaching approach. However, the interaction
between the teachers and students is always a key factor that makes the traditional teaching mode difficult to
change. Through the empirical analysis of the discourse features of two English classes which adopt different
teaching modes, this paper finds that there are significant differences in the amount of discourse between
teachers and students, the distribution of discourse opportunities, the content and function of discourse, and
the structure of conversations in the two types of classes. In order to change the traditional teacher-centered
teaching approach, teachers should transform the fragmented-questioning mode into the way of upper-topic-
questioning by integrating trivial small questions. In addition, teachers are supposed to design multi-level
dialogue activities to avoid the monotonous teaching pattern that teachers keep asking and students just answer
passively.

Keywords: classroom discourse; high school English; teaching approaches
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