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Inspiration of Zeng Guofan’s Thoughts on Calligraphy to
Its Teaching in Colleges and Universities

XU Bin
(School of Art, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Zeng Guofan is a representative of modern Huxiang culture with profound calligraphic deposits.
Throughout his life, he was deeply influenced by the Huxiang culture and the Confucian thought, and hence
the formation of his unique calligraphy thoughts. Zeng’s calligraphic thoughts include the view of calligraphy
learning for application, the aesthetic view of calligraphy integrating tablet and post, and the view of great
literature and art integrating one art with all art. His thoughts of calligraphy is of great theoretical and practical
significance to contemporary calligraphy education, especially calligraphy teaching in colleges and universities.
From the standpoint of inheriting and carrying forward Chinese traditional culture, Zeng’s calligraphy thoughts
inspire teachers and students to correct the purpose of calligraphy teaching and desalinize the utilitarianism of
calligraphy. It is necessary to pay attention to copying practice, set up compatible and inclusive calligraphy
aesthetic thought, cultivate the harmonious but different concept of calligraphy learning, integrate the spirit of
Hunan culture into the calligraphy teaching in colleges and universities, and serve for establishing the cultural
confidence of contemporary college students.

Keywords: Zeng Guofan; thoughts on calligraphy; calligraphy teaching in colleges and universities
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