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A Case Investigation on the Implementation of Pre-Defense
System for Graduate Student Academic Dissertations

ZHANG Xiaobao™ ", ZHUANG Jiaqi®
(a. School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201 ;

b. Institute of International and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The pre-defense system is an important part of the process management in the quality
management of postgraduate education and an effective means to guarantee the quality of postgraduate training.
In the process of postgraduate training, this system can accelerate the writing process of graduate thesis,
improve the quality of graduate thesis and training, promote the study of non—graduate students and create a
good academic atmosphere for disciplines and departments. However, there are many problems in the
implementation of the current pre-defense system in universities. Based on the interviews with the related main
participants in the pre-defense of an educational discipline in a university, some problems are found during the
pre-defense progress:the inaccurate position which results in the pre-defense to be a mid—term inspection, the
poor organization which gives rise to the irregular pre-defense activities,and the limited efforts which generates
the unsatisfactory quality of the pre-defense. In order to solve the problems mentioned above and maximize the
effectiveness of the pre-defense system, it is necessary to clarify the independent position of the pre-defense
system, improve the organization and management of the pre-defense link, and strengthen the management of
the whole process of postgraduate training.
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