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Metrological and Visualized Analysis of Research Literature in
the Field of Pre-School Education in First-Tier Cities in China

LIU Cong*, MA Wenhua"
(a. Faculty of Education, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur 50603, Malaysia;
b. Sichuan Preschool Educators College, Mianyang 621000, China)

Abstract; Based on the research literature in the field of preschool education in China’s first-tier cities
from 1990 to 2020, the annual increment and the statistical analysis of issuing institutions were carried out.
The metrological visualization analysis tools CiteSpace is used to draw keywords co-occurrence and keywords
clustering map. Combined with the literature content analysis, the research hotspots of preschool education in
the first-tier cities in China include preschool education public service system study, preschool teachers’
professional development, infants and young children nursery and early education, and kindergarten child
abuse phenomenon. Using the keywords calculation, it is found that preschool inclusive education,
kindergarten child abuse phenomenon, public kindergarten, nursery service, migrant preschool children, and
preschool educational investment constitute the research frontier of preschool education in first-tier cities in
China. Increasing investment in preschool education, building a public service system for preschool education,
and attaching importance to the childcare service for infants under the age of three are not only the research
hotspots and frontier achievements of preschool education in first-tier cities, but also the research experience
that needs to be learned and referenced when actively coping with the aging population and achieving the
development goals of childcare and education.

Keywords: first-tier cities; the field of pre-school education; hot research topics; research
frontiers ; CiteSpace
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