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Comparative Analysis Between Klafki’'s Didaktik Analysis and
Dewey’s Psychologizing of Subject Matter

WANG Fei
(Faculty of Education, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: Teachers’ ability to understand and deal with teaching contents is the core of teachers’
professional ability, which directly determines the quality and effect of teachers’ teaching. Klafki and Dewey
are the early educators who have made a special and systematic study on teachers’ ability to understand and
deal with teaching contents. They put forward the theories of “didaktik analysis” and “ psychologizing of
subject matter” respectively, which lays the foundation for the research in this field, and still has extensive
and deep enlightenment and reference value. Both “didaktik analysis” and “psychologizing of subject matter”
hold that teaching materials and children are interrelated and unified, and teachers are the most critical factor
to realize their close connection. However, there are some differences between them in philosophical basis,
operational degree and development situation. Under the background of China’s vigorous promotion and
development of teachers’ professional ability, it is necessary to actively draw lessons from the theories of
“didaktik analysis” and “ psychologizing of subject matter”, pay attention to strengthening the close
connection between children and teaching materials, give consideration to the unity of logic and psychology of
teaching materials, and increase the training of teachers’ teaching material processing ability.

Keywords : didaktik analysis; psychologizing of subject matter; teacher education
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