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Retrospect and Prospect of the Dynamic Adjustment of

Undergraduate Majors in China:
Quantitative Research on Filing and Approval Results of Undergraduate Majors (2012—2020)

LIANG Zhixing", DI Weiguang”, FENG Xingjie*, LI Jia®
(a. Office of Academic Affairs, Civil Aviation University of China, Tianjin 300300;

(b. Department of Education, Civil Aviation Administration of China, Beijing 100710, China)

Abstract; The catalogue of undergraduate majors in colleges and universities in China is about to be
revised. It is necessary to carry out a historical review of the overall situation of the setting and adjustment for
undergraduate majors. Several results of major adjustments in colleges and universities since the release of the
undergraduate major catalogue of the Ministry of Education in 2012 are selected as the research objects. In
order to track the changes in undergraduate majors in colleges and universities from historical data, as well as
the influence of administrative strength, market power, and academic force on the adjustment of undergraduate
majors, the paper retrospectively analyzes the laws and characteristics of the adjustment of undergraduate
majors in China from 2012 to 2020 by utilizing descriptive statistical methods such as mean and variance.
Meanwhile, the introduction of research methods “scenario analysis” and “envisioning alternative futures”
provides four types of development scenarios for the dynamic adjustment of undergraduate majors in the next
decades (2022—2032), namely, administrative strength-oriented, market power-led, academic force-driven
and balanced. Focusing on the five dimensions of “Chinese scenario, world scenario, technological dimension,
spatial dimension, and model type”, five recommendations including “localization, internationalization,
modernization, regionalization, and diversification” are put forward.

Keywords : colleges and universities; undergraduate majors; dynamic adjustment; retrospect; prospect
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