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Transformative Learning for Principals in Rural Schools:

Core Essence, Restricted Representation, and Breakthrough Strategies

CHEN Kunhua, CHAI Lin

(School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract ; Transformative learning is to change the cognitive reference system that people have been used
to, and make it more inclusive, discerning, open, emotionally responsive and reflective, so as to generate
more correct and reasonable beliefs and views and guide practice. At present, the transformative learning of
principals in rural schools is mainly influenced by mechanical learning, excessive utilitarianism and
benchmarking management. According to the law of the development of rural schools and the professional
growth of principals, it is necessary to guide and promote rural principals to take practical problem solving as
the main aim, action research as the core, and the creation of a suitable rural educational environment as the
support, so as to enhance the ability of transformative learning and deepen transformative learning.

Keywords: principals in rural schools; transformative learning; mechanical learning; action research
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