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Relationship Between Family Capital and Children’s
Access to Preschool Education: Intermediary Role of
Parents’ Education Expectation

XIANG Haiying, ZHAO Fusheng
(College of Preschool Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: In order to analyze the impact of family capital and parents’ education expectation on their
children’s access to preschool education, this paper explores the mechanism of family economic capital, family
social capital and family cultural capital in the access to preschool education. Based on the baseline data of
China Education Panel Survey (CEPS) from 2013 to 2014 academic year and the previous research results on
the access to preschool education, this paper introduces parents’ education expectation as an intermediate
mechanism of family capital affecting their children’s access to preschool education. The results show that
family economic capital and cultural capital have a significant impact on children’s access to preschool
education while family social capital has little impact. In addition, parents’ education expectation plays an
intermediary role in the relationship between family capital and children’s access to preschool education. In
order to limit the impact of family capital on their children’s preschool education, the government should speed
up preschool education legislation to guarantee the rights of disadvantaged groups to obtain preschool education
opportunities. Parents should form appropriate long-term and short-term education expectation based on their
children’s abilities, and provide support and guarantee for its realization.

Keywords: family capital ; parents’ educational expectation; access to preschool education
(e EHD)
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