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Investigation and Analysis of Pre-Service Mathematics
Teachers’ Cognition of “ Teaching Students to Learn”

LIU Xiaomei, HUANG Cuirong, ZHANG Qingshuang
(College of Teacher Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: “Teaching students to learn” is an important aspect of teachers’ professional development. The
pre-service stage is the starting point and the important stage of teacher professional development. So, how do
they know about “teaching students to learn”? What factors influence their understanding of “teaching
students to learn” ? This study attempts to understand the current situation of pre-service mathematics teachers’
understanding of “teaching students to learn” through questionnaires and interviews. It is found that pre-
service mathematics teachers have a high degree of recognition for the ability of “teaching students to learn” ,
but lack of understanding of the connotation of “teaching students to learn”. They also have unclear
understanding of how to “teach students to learn” in class. Pre-service mathematics teachers with different
professional backgrounds have significant differences in their understanding of “teaching students to learn”.
The survey has also found that school curriculum and teaching practice have a certain impact on pre—service
mathematics teachers understanding of “teaching students to learn”.

Keywords: pre-service mathematics teacher; teaching students to learn; current situation investigation
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