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Research on Differences and Improvement Measures of
Concealed Evaluation of Postgraduate Thesis

DU Xueling
(Institute of Mining Engineering, Guizhou Institute of Technology, Guiyang 550003, China)

Abstract; The concealed evaluation of thesis is an important means to improve the quality of postgraduate
training, and the fair concealed evaluation is an important prerequisite for the discretion of the concealed
evaluation. Taking 135 dissertations of 45 doctoral students of two majors in B college as a sample and applying
the statistical survey method, this paper, on the one hand, analyzes the differences in the concealed evaluation
of the sub-items in the sample, the maximum difference in the concealed evaluation results, the impact of
familiarity on the concealed evaluation results, and the relationship between the concealed evaluation results
and the later performance of the paper; on the other hand, this paper discusses the problems in the concealed
evaluation system and improvement strategies based on the above analysis. The research shows that the
concealed evaluation is conducive to the exercise of discretion; there are generally slight differences in the
concealed evaluation; individuals are prone to bigger differences; the acceptable results of the concealed
evaluation are not necessarily fair. Unfair evaluation is more likely to occur in academic dissertations with poor
average grades, and authority’s fallacy is more likely to happen in overestimated results. The research also
shows that the more familiar the reviewers are with the content of the review, the more they dare to give a
negative or positive evaluation, but for those who are roughly familiar with the dissertations, their review
results may not be accurate. In terms of the later performance of the thesis, for the postponed students, the
negative concealed evaluation results are relatively objective, but for the evaluation of non-postponed students
there may be improper evaluation among the differences in the concealed evaluation. In the future, it is
necessary to improve the various links before, during and after the concealed evaluation on the basis of
establishing a unified networked review platform to allow the concealed evaluation to return to the evaluation of
the thesis itself to a greater extent.

Keywords: thesis; concealed evaluation; postgraduate; higher education; fair review
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