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Representation of Obedience Culture: Self-presentation
in the Cyberspace of Vocational High School Students

ZHAO Bin
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; Taking a QQ group set up by vocational high school students as an example, this paper ex-
plores their self-presentation via online-ethnography to disclose the features and mechanism of their virtual cul-
ture. The results indicate that the ways of their self-presentation involve the bearers of stigma, the experiencers
of passive emotions, the aspirers for higher education certification and the practitioners of obedience culture.
These four roles, as the tractable results of education system, combine self and culture and show the group pe-
culiarity of obedience. The study finds that the foundation for vocational high school students’ virtual self—pres-
entation is the education system in reality ; the duality of self reflects the system, as an “iron cage” , suppres-
ses their agency, which makes their action full of the character of path dependence; the obedience culture is
the systematism consequences of value and norms of institution, which strengthens the legitimacy of the system
and is difficult to pull themselves away. This obedience culture could also facilitate to rethink the function of
vocational education in China.

Key words: vocational high school students; self-presentation; online-ethnography; education system
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