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Comparative Study of Confucius’ Teaching Students According to
Their Aptitudes and Plato’s Ideal Education

YANG Guihong, WANG Youzhen
(Marxism School, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: The profound educational thoughts of Confucius and Plato have a profound impact on Eastern
and Western cultures. By comparing Confucius’ “teaching students according to their aptitudes” and Plato’s
“ideal” thoughts in four aspects; the realm of education, the purpose of education, the role of education, and
the way of education, and in view of the fact that the current Chinese education is characterized by rigid teach-
ing, lack of innovation, and despising moral education, the paper believes that, combining with Xi Jinping’s
speech at the school’s ideological and political symposium, current education should learn from the ideas of the
two sages in three aspects: focusing on teaching based on aptitude, strengthening inspiration and moral educa-
tion, and forming a new path for development and innovation in the new situation.

Key words: teaching in accordance with their aptitudes; ideal education; educational status; enlighten-

ment
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