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Hainan College of Foreign Studies, Wenchang 571321, China)

Abstract ; Intercultural competence is a necessary ability that all citizens should possess in the era of glo-
balization. To cultivate global citizens with intercultural competence is an important historical mission for for-
eign languages education in colleges and universities. A survey on foreign language students majoring in 17
languages in 7 colleges and universities in Hainan Province was carried out by using the Intercultural Compe-
tence Assessment Scale of Chinese College Students. It was found that the overall level of students’ intercultural
competence was above average, among which the intercultural attitude was the most positive, followed by the
level of intercultural awareness and skill level, whereas the intercultural knowledge is most lacking. Multivari-
ate analysis of variance showed that grade, overseas experience and the frequency of contact with foreigners
had a significant impact on students’ intercultural competence, but the dimensions of the effects are different.
Therefore , colleges and universities are obligated to attach importance to intercultural instruction of foreign lan-
guage majors, especially by adopting experiential teaching mode, creating more opportunities of international
education or visiting, internalizing intercultural knowledge, developing and improving intercultural skills, and
cultivating empathy and critical intercultural awareness.

Key words: intercultural competence ; knowledge ; attitude; skill; awareness
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