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Human Nature: the Thought and Influence of George

On Horace Mann’s Thought of Improving
Society Through Education

LI Zijiang, YANG Xuefen
(School of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Improving society through education is an important part of Horace Mann’s public educational
thought. By constantly exploring the relationship between education and humanity, the state and society, Hor-
ace Mann formed the educational thought that education is the accelerator of human tendency to perfection,
that education is the fortress of defending the freedom of the Republic, and that education is the moral cause of
stabilizing social order. The formation of Horace Mann’s thought of improving society through education was in-
fluenced by the concept of human progress and the spirit of social reform in the Second Great Awakening, and
the concept of moral education in phrenology, and it originated from his constantly thinking and practicing of
solving American social problems through education. Horace Mann’s educational thought and practice promoted
the revival of American public education and the spread of republican spirit, but the public education wasn’t a
solution to the problems of American society.

Key words: Horace Mann; improving socitey through education; public educational thought; public ed-

ucation movement; the Second Great Awakening
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