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Traits of Confucius’ Poetic Thinking and Its Enlightenment on
College Students’ Ideological and Political Education

CAI Xiuqging, SUN Yingguang
(School of Marxism, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract; Poetic thinking plays an important role in Confucius’s ideology. Confucius’ poetic thinking traits
are embodied in metaphorical thinking, “inspired—associative” thinking and non—-objective thinking of things.
Poetic thinking has long been forgotten in college students’ ideological and political education. Therefore, we
should carry forward the poetic thinking of Confucius and break through the single logical thinking of college
students’ ideological and political education to form a tension relationship between rational thinking and poetic
thinking. It has a very important enlightenment for college students’ ideological and political education.

Key words: Confucius’s poetic thinking; rational thinking; college students’ ideological and political ed-
ucation
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