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Concept of Rousseau on Teacher’s
Role and Its Contemporary Value

FANG Mingjun,ZENG Jun
(College of Educational Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; Emile or on Education focuses on Rousseau’s educational thought of naturalism, whose three

major roles of teachers can be summed up as follows: firstly, teachers should be the creators of the environ-

ment; secondly, they should be rational observers in the appropriate educational environment; last but not the

least, they should be flexible coordinators throughout the education process. Teachers who can convert these

three roles could effectively guide students in being full persons. This article elaborates on how teachers, com-

bining contemporary basic education issues, play the three roles well.

Key words: Emile or on Education; Rousseau; concept of teacher’s role
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