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Path Exploration on Characteristic Discipline of
Local Universities to National First-Class Discipline

HUANG Xianzhong, YUAN Hongjuan
(Centre for Studies of Mao Zedong Thought, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: “Double first-class” policy not only puts forward new goals for the development of local
universities, but also provides opportunities for local universities to step forward into the “double first-class”.
From characteristic discipline to national first-class discipline is the best choice for local universities to move
towards “double first-class”. It will go through three stages: high level characteristic discipline, high level
discipline and national first-class discipline. Furthermore, local universities will face four dilemmas; strong
discipline characteristics but weak discipline as a whole, large team integration but low professional level,
numerous discipline activities but few key breakthroughs, and large resources gathering but slow discipline
progress. Therefore, local universities should strive to build first-class disciplines with national characteristics,
to build excellent teaching staff, to promote the construction of disciplinary innovation teams, to jointly expand
the boundaries of social influence of disciplines, and to optimize the organizational system of discipline
construction. Only by taking the five ways simultaneously can it be possible to move from characteristic
discipline to national first-class discipline.

Key words: local universities; characteristic discipline; national first-class discipline
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