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% 1: Wind and sun have tanned the growing girl” s

skin-+-19

1% 2 Cuicui grew up under the sun and the wind,
which turned her skin black as could be 7.
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2% — :Black as could be has heavy racial connotations
to me ( American) , usually blackness is seen as a negative
concept, despite if the person is already very dark skinned.

1528 .1 prefer “tanned” to “black as could be” be-
cause in western culture, we “white” people like a good sun-
tan, but African Americans avoid the sun because they don’t
want to be “black as can be.”
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1% : Looking at the old man’s weather — beaten impish

face, Number One mutters: “Stow it! You’ d better give your

precious girl to a song — bird. ” '

“ mutter” 7 A= 2 B 5 ULk ) 1565 -1 R A 95 S
fi# B . to speak or say sth. in a quiet voice that is difficult to
hear, especially because you are annoyed about sth. “mut-
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%3¢ 1" 1l fix things up the way he’ d have wished!®!.
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1% 3C 1 :Holding it sideways, he plays on and on till Em-
erald’ s heart is melted® .

%3 2 : The old ferryman put it to his lips and played a
long tune that softened Cuicui’s heart"™’.
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# % ; Closing its little eyes, it settles back to sleep!®’.
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% L : Bare — armed he stands all day long on his snub -

nosed barge, generally bareheaded, his short white hair glea-

ming like silver in the sunlight"®’.
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# 3 1:She had never flown out at anyone before, but

now, troubled by her grandfather’s long delay and afraid she
was being insulted, she swore under her breath: “To hell
with this hooligamm 1”7

% 2. She’ d never cursed before, but she was on
edge, having waited so long for her grandfather. When she
heard herself invited to go upstairs to his home, she felt in-
sulted and said, softly, “Damned low —life! You’ re headed

for the executioner 1”7
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implies her tone was soft while “under her breath” implies
that she didn’ tintend anyone else to hear what she was say-
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%3 “Who is Number Two?” she asked in astonish-
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