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Discussion on the Differences of Undergraduate Teaching
Mode of Civil Engineering Between China and the West.

Taking the Geotechnical Engineering Courses of Southwest Jiaotong

University and University of Leeds as an Example

ZHANG Jianjing, NIU Jiayong
(School of Civil Engineering, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu 610031, China)

Abstract; Taking the geotechnical engineering courses of Southwest Jiaotong University and University of
Leeds as an example, the differences in undergraduate teaching mode, experimental courses, assignment
completion and introduction of new knowledge between the two universities were discussed. Under the guidance
of the strategic policy of building an innovative country, the undergraduate teaching of civil engineering should
focus on the ability training, stimulate students’ creativity and innovation, and adhere to the principle of
“stimulating interest, consolidating foundation, strengthening practice, guiding innovation and highlighting
ability” , and construct a new profession —characterized teaching experiment system which is suitable for the
training mode of most talents, focusing on the cultivation of undergraduates’ engineering practice ability and
innovation consciousness.

Keywords: education in China and foreign universities; teaching mode; differences; geotechnical engi-

neering
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