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On the “Signifying” in The Signifying Monkey
and Its Enlightenment to Contemporary Education

LONG Juan, ZUO Yajuan
(Foreign Studies College, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; In the teaching of western critical theories, those theories put forward by the whites nearly

dominate the classroom, but it is noteworthy that the critical theories put forward by the whites are far from e-

nough to interpret all the literary works, so it is worthwhile to study and employ critical theories which are put

forward by scholars from different races and cultures. By analyzing the emergence and implications of “Signif-

ying” in Henry Louis Gates’ The Signifying Monkey , this paper attempts to highlight difference and diversity in

critical theories, which is enlightening to contemporary education.

Key words: “Signifying” ; difference; diversity; transgress; education
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