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Mathematics Curriculum: “ Scientific Mathematics” or
“ Educational Mathematics” .

Analysis and Reflection on Controversy of International Mathematics Curriculum Reform

ZHOU Youshi
(School of Education Science, Huaiyin Normal University, Huaian, 223300, China)

Abstract; In the last hundred years, the international mathematics curriculum reform has crept in the
twists and turns, producing various controversy, such as the depth and difficulty of the course contents, calcu-
lating skills and the use of calculators, the discovery of learning and enlightenment, and dealing with the con-
tent of Euclidean geometry. These controversies are caused by different views of curriculum philosophy, pur-
pose and teaching. In fact, it is also the controversy between “scientific mathematics” and “educational math-
ematics” in mathematics curriculum. The analysis of its causes is of great significance for improving the identi-
fication ability of our curriculum reform and improving the teaching reform of mathematics curriculum in China.

Key words: mathematics curriculum, curriculum reform, controversy
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