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On Core Competences-Oriented Textbook Evaluation:
Taking the English Textbook of the Seventh Grade (PEP) as an Example

LI Juyuan, Zhang Ting
(School of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract ; The recently-introduced core competences in English as a foreign language has been the new in-
struction for English teaching. It is an issue to evaluate whether the textbooks can realize the core competences or
not. The new evaluation framework , which is based on the current theories and frameworks of textbook evalua-
tion, is core competences-oriented. This framework is divided into two sides; macro-evaluation and micro-evalu-
ation. The former includes the principles of writing textbooks, teaching methods and the teaching content organi-
zation, while the latter includes language skills, language knowledge, cultural knowledge, thinking training and
learning strategies. Through evaluating the English textbook of the seventh grade (PEP) in the new framework,
it is found that the textbook generally can meet the requirements for the core competences in English as a foreign
language. However, there are still some shortcomings in the textbooks, for example, the proportion of Chinese
culture in the textbook culture is low and the connection between some teaching tasks is inflexible.

Key words: English; core competences; textbook; evaluation
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