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Trials of the Foreignness in the Japanese Translation of
White Deer Plain

HE Qiwei, WANG Bingjing
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: White Deer Plain, written by Chen Zhongshi, is a magnificent epic that describes the vicissi-
tudes of the Weihe Plain over the past 50 years. The work depicts the unique folk customs of the northwestern
regions of China with a large amount of Guanzhong dialect and a variety of descriptive techniques. As the win-
ner of the fourth Mao Dun Literary Prize, the book has been translated into Japanese, French and other lan-
guages. White Deer Plain is of great significance in the history of modern Chinese literature. However, Qin
culture, one of the highlights of this work, has also become the biggest difficulty in translation. Therefore, this
paper, taking Lin Fang’s Japanese version of White Deer Plain as an example, applies the text analysis method
to analyze the trials of the foreignness in the process of translation.

Key words: White Deer Plain; literary translation; Berman; trials of the foreignness
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